treatment of the diseases of the eye, I wish you to understand the particular object which I have in view, in delivering these lectures. In the first place, you will recollect that it is not my intention to describe, with the absurd minuteness of a professed oculist, each trifling deviation from the ordinary diseases of this organ, which have been unnecessarily made the subject of a separate description and of a separate name.
It is my wish to generalize the subject, to show you, by pointing out the analogy of the diseases of the eye with those of other parts, that ophthalmic surgery and general surgery are one and the same science." (p. 9.) The proposition that a well-educated surgeon is competent to treat diseases of the eye is often asserted and maintained; but it is obvious that its correctness or incorrectness must depend entirely on 
